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Course Overview
     Through the study of psychology, students acquire an understanding of and an appreciation for human behavior, behavioral interaction, and the progressive development of individuals. This will better prepare them to understand their own behavior and the behavior of others. 

The content will include the following: 

          -origins of psychology

-major theories of psychology
-psychological methodology
-memory and cognition
-human growth and development
-personality
-abnormal behavior
-psychological therapies
-stress/coping strategies

Book
Glencoe, Understanding Psychology, 2003.
Suggested Materials

Students will need a spiral notebook or three ring binder to write and store notes. Students will need writing utensils (pencils, and black and red ink pens).
Classroom Procedures
· Be on time, in your seat and ready to work.
· Be prepared with pencils, pens, binder and homework. 
· Be respectful of each other; raise your hand before speaking. 
· Be responsible with classroom property. 
· Gum chewing and hats are prohibited. 
· Food and drink are not allowed in the classroom. 
· Allow the educational process to continue.
Disciplinary Consequences

If a student is unable to follow the classroom procedures, consequences will follow suit accordingly: 1) verbal warning, 2)  parent phone call, 3) administrative referral + parent phone call.
Grading Policy                                                      Scale
Homework and Classwork 50%

Tests and quizzes 20%                                                                A = 90%-100%

Class participation 10%                                                               B = 80%-89%

Semester Final 20%                                                                         C = 70%-79%
Plagiarism or cheating will result in a grade of 0%                       D = 60%-69%
Powerschool Access

The Powerschools site allows parents/guardians and students to access the student’s grades, attendance, and other information.  If you need your access information, please stop by the front desk during business hours.  You will need a photo I.D.  The web address is: 

http://ps.dvusd.org/public/
Makeup Policy

· Excused absences - After returning to school, students will be given 1 day for each day of absence consecutively to turn in missed assignments. 

· Late assignments - Students may hand in an assignment one day late for 50% of the grade. No late assignments will be accepted after that time. 

· Make-up tests - Must be completed within one week of returning to school. 

It is the student's responsibility to determine missing assignments and to obtain all make-up work from the teacher.  Be sure to put your name on all work.  No-name assignments are counted as zero.
Attendance Policy

Students will follow the attendance policy of the DVUSD Student/Parent Handbook. Regular attendance is necessary for successful completion of the class. 
Note
To enhance learning, aspects of film (PG 13 and documentary), static images, and case studies are incorporated into the study of Psychology.

________________________________________________________________________

Signature sheet is worth 10 points toward your grade.
Please sign, date and return the bottom form to your teacher.

Student’s Name:   __________________________________ 

Student’s Signature:________________________________     Date:____________

Parent’s  Signature:_________________________________    Date:____________
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